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Of my 25 yEArS IN ThE NUCLEAr 
INDUSTry, ThIS IS ThE mOST 

ExCITING WITh OODLES Of 
OPPOrTUNITIES
Since joining the nuclear industry in the late 80s when Sizewell B was 
in progress, we have experienced a cliff edge decline in nuclear new 
build due to the lack of a UK energy policy. We are now witnessing a 
true renaissance in the industry and not just within the UK.

This nuclear renaissance has evolved over the past few years and is 
a combination of decommissioning, life extension and defence. In 
addition, we now have new nuclear build on the horizon. Certainly, 
we have witnessed a shift in contract strategy within the NDA 
whereby we are seeing more nuclear opportunities direct with the 
tier 1s. This has enabled Aquila to “shine” particularly in areas where 
innovation results in cost savings by adopting a fit for purpose 
solution with a fit for purpose price. More of this on page 8.

Our progress in the nuclear medicines industry has also advanced 
with the design and delivery of highly flexible research and production 
suites, for the radiopharmaceuticals industry throughout Europe.

Aquila grows by the month and we are mixing it up with engineers 
from other industries and other countries. Our new recruits are 
young, keen and prepared to join the old guard in providing 
innovative nuclear solutions. This makes our design reviews 
interesting to say the least and as a team, we ensure all 
are aligned once our path has been decided. It’s a good 
mix and a great team.

WELCOmE
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Getinge-La Calhène designs, fabricates, installs and services, standard 
and customised equipment for clients within the nuclear industry. 
This equipment either protects the client’s product from the external 
environment or protects the customer’s facilities and personnel from 
potentially dangerous products.

Getinge-La Calhène’s process experience has been acquired over many
decades, following its pioneering work in the nuclear industry, since the 
mid sixties. This technology is now employed, not just in the nuclear 
industry but also in the healthcare and life science markets.
Since the 1960s, Getinge-La Calhène has been supplying remote
manipulators and transfer systems for the protection of the operator 
against alpha particles and gamma radiation. The products fall into three 
main categories:

•	 Manipulation: Getinge-La Calhène is one of the leading global 
suppliers of manipulators. 
A full range of master Slave manipulators (mSms) is available for use 
in shielded cells and glove boxes.

•	 Transfer:	Getinge-La Calhène is the world leader for sealed  
transfer systems. 
From the first DPTE® system, originally designed in the 1960s, 
Getinge-La Calhène has developed a large range of products, 
providing safe on-site transfer and secure open road transportation, 
for radioactive material. Over 15,000 DPTE® and 300 Padirac 
systems are in operation around the world.

•	 Transportation: Getinge-La Calhène offers safety for the 
environment and nuclear operators. 
Padirac and Agnes are unique systems adopting the use of the 
DPTE® transfer systems and B(U) packages, that allow safe transfer 
on site and transportation on public roads, in accordance with the 
IAEA regulations.

Christophe	Selliez,	Vice	President,
Nuclear	Activities	of	Getinge-La
Calhène	said:-

“Since my appointment as Vice
President, Nuclear Activities, I had
been actively seeking a partner to
represent our products and services
in the UK. Following detailed
discussions with Dave Barker
(CEO) of Aquila, we quickly 
concluded that the team at Aquila 
held the market knowledge, 
technical capability and commitment 
to support our growth in the UK 
and, importantly, provide a premier 
service to our existing and
future client portfolio.”

Dave	Barker,	CEO	of	Aquila	
Nuclear	Engineering	said:

“At Aquila, we have worked for
many years with different suppliers
for manipulators, posting systems
and transport packages. The
Getinge-La Calhène product
portfolio has the largest, globally
installed base and we are proud
to have been selected to support
their growth plans in the UK. The
Getinge-La Calhène products
enhance our existing offering in
our 4 core, nuclear sectors, in
containment, remote handling,
shielded facilities and transport
packaging.”

AqUILA NUCLEAr ENGINEErING hAS BEEN APPOINTED AS  
ThE	SOLE	UK	DiSTriBUTOr	fOr	
GETiNGE-LA	CALhèNE	(GLC)  
PrODUCTS IN ThE NUCLEAr & NUCLEAr mEDICINES mArKET.

COmmENT
frOM
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AN INTErvIEW WITh

some twelve months 

on from joining AquilA 

nucleAr engineering, 

every week hAs seen 

thAt decision proven, 

more And more, to be the right one.

Staffed with like-minded Engineers, the whole essence of 
the company is to project deliver cost effective and timely 
solutions to our customers’ requirements in an efficient and 
professional manner.

We are achieving this with our highly disciplined and 
self-motivated staff that intertwine across disciplines 
to foster a genuine team environment that is serious in 
its commitment to deliver, but also able to have fun in 
doing so.

It is refreshing to work with a company that has true focus, 
is secure about its identity and has solid backing from 
its highly professional and successful parent company, 
Calder Group Limited.

Also refreshing, is to work with a business with a simple 
and pragmatic quality management System that actually 
does improve the efficiency and effectiveness of our 
company operations.

It is an exceptionally exciting time for our business. 
Together we are tendering and winning work for major 
clients within our industry – beating larger and more 
established competitors in the process. In a two month 
period, we have increased our design resource by 150% 
and will continue to increase our commitment to the 
development of our young, in-house talent.

I am extremely privileged to have joined Aquila at this 
time and work with the Team in, what I am confident will 
be, an ever more successful company.

Thank you,

chris thomson, Engineering & Projects Director

“it is A truly exciting time for our business. 
together we Are tendering And winning 
work for mAjor clients within our industry.”

INDUSTry NEWS   
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NUCLEAr AND NUCLEAr mEDICINES

new jobs At horiZon nucleAr power- 

// Daily Post 30th Jan 2014

A batch of new jobs are being  advertised in a move that 
the company behind plans for the Wylfa Newydd  nuclear  
plant has hailed as “an important  step forward”.

horizon Nuclear Power says it is  looking at employing 
up to 30 staff this spring.

The roles, advertised on horizon’s  website, are mainly 
in the engineering and  project development  fields, 
looking for people with experience of managing  large 
scale projects.

These jobs would  be shared between Wylfa on 
Anglesey and horizon’s Gloucester hq.

This comes as a new  report was released this week, 
noting that  up to 18,000 construction jobs are expected  
to be created in Wales over the next five  years – a large 
chunk of them  on the  Wylfa project.

begbroke science pArk receives bAcking 

to build innovAtion AccelerAtor- 

// B4 magazine 30th Jan 2014

Begbroke Science Park was one of the winners in a deal 
in which £67m of funding was pledged to fund the future 
development of four science hubs in Oxfordshire.
 
The Chancellor, George Osborne, pledged £30m of 
Government money during a tour of Begbroke Science 
Park yesterday afternoon. Begbroke will receive 
£4.2million from the Government, which will be matched 
by £7m from Oxford University to build a new Innovation 
Accelerator at the Park.
 
The new multi-use building will help small and medium-
sized science businesses take their projects to market, 
and provide facilities for researchers from the University 
developing new innovative products and technologies.

“germAny’s plAn to shun nucleAr:  

too Ambitious to Achieve” report to 

their offering. –

// Dublin-Business Wire 30th Jan 2014

Germany’s ambitious decision of phasing out nuclear 
power looks to be too ambitious to achieve. The country 
has yet to formulate an energy mix that can produce 
stable, reliable and affordable electricity to meet the 
growing energy demand as well as its meet emission 

reduction target. The country is investing heavily in 
renewable energies, increasing the share of renewable 
in the energy mix and this has caused an increase in 
electricity prices.

furthermore, due to the intermittent nature of renewable 
sources, the energy that they produce is not as stable 
and is of lower quantity than that which is produced by 
nuclear energy. Currently, coal and gas are being used to 
offset nuclear closure, which in turn is leading to higher 
carbon emissions.
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CALDEr GrOUP NEWSAquilA  
continues  
to grow
i Am delighted to report thAt 

cAlder group’s investment in 

AquilA nucleAr engineering is 

being rewArded by A steAdily 

increAsing order book And 

customer list.

I would like to thank our tier 1 and tier 2 customers 
for placing their faith in this new company.

I believe that an important element of the success 
of Aquila is the design and engineering approach 
that the team adopts.  We try to look afresh at every 
project, and to look beyond the conventional.  By 
doing this, by going the extra mile, we aim to find 
the best solution for every challenge and the best 
way to maximise the value created for each client.  

We, at Calder Group, will continue to support this 
approach and will continue to back the management 
team of Aquila with the resources they need as they 
continue to grow the scale of the company.

ben travers, CEO, Calder Group

frENCh mTf 
hOT	CELLS

Aquila are in the final stages of a feasibility study 
assessing the suitability of an existing concrete 
shielding cell and 3 lead hot Cells within a material 
Testing facility in france. The scope included 
engineering substantiation, scheme design, seismic 
qualification, decommissioning strategy and 
replacement price and programme for the cells. 
Chris Thomson of Aquila said, 
 

“ this hAs been A greAt 
exAmple of british And 
french engineers working 
together solving nucleAr 
chAllenges in A demAnding 
environment.”

helAnder wins ApprovAl from 

rolls-royce civil nucleAr

helander Precision Engineering has been awarded 
a highly valued ‘Certificate of Approval’ by Rolls-
royce Civil Nuclear of Derby.  

This award recognises a three-year relationship 
during which helander has supported rolls-royce 
in bidding for major Areva EPr and Westinghouse 
AP1000 Nuclear / Turbine Island work packages, 
in readiness for the UK’s nuclear new-build 
programme.  

helander, which has over 30 sophisticated CNC 
machines in its fleet, has been mainly focused on 
directional drilling components for the oil & gas 
exploration sector. however, it has over 12 years’ 
nuclear supply expertise, including manufacture 
of Nuclear Safety Class 1 (NSC1) items.  The 
company has invested in a new dedicated nuclear 
manufacturing facility, opened in mid-2012, which 
demonstrates the high level of commitment sought 
by rolls-royce in developing their nuclear new-
build supply chain. 

A copy of the calder group review 2012-2103 is 
available on request from sales@aquilaeurope.eu

ndA Action 
plAn for smes
dAve bArker, ceo of AquilA, hAs been 

invited to join the southern region 

steering group which considers wAys 

of mAking the procurement process 

within site licence compAnies And tier 

2 contrActors, “sme friendly”.

The NDA has recently published a three year plan to 
support greater opportunities for SmEs working in the 
UK’s decommissioning market. The SmE action plan has 
been launched to meet the Government’s requirement 
for all departments to develop proposals that will help to 
increase the proportion of public contracts awarded to 
the SmE community.

The SmE steering group meeting, held at harwell, set 
the scene with Neil foreman, chairman of Centronics, a 
nuclear Instruments SmE acting as chairman with NDA, 
SLCs and tier 2s present along with SmE representatives. 
Following healthy debate and lively discussions, the first 
session resulted in some suggestions for quick wins which 
have already been implemented.

Dave commented, “This is a great initiative because it 
winds the industry back 15 years when innovative solutions 
provided by SMEs could influence the front end design. 
This innovation can  result in significant  cost savings, 
reduction in programme and reduced risk. Some people 
say you can’t turn back time, well, you can if it makes 
perfect sense and saves the taxpayer loads of money.”
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AqUILA WINS mAGNOx 
CONTrACTS

CONTACT AqUILA

linkedin.com/company/2439808 

twitter.com/aquilanuclear1

20Th mArCh 2014
Nuclear - Exhibition, risley
 
28Th mArCh 2014
Nuclear medicines - Conference, 
hannover

13Th mAy 2014
Nuclear - Exhibition, Culham

14Th mAy 2014
Nuclear - Exhibition, rAL 

5Th JUNE 2014
Nuclear - Exhibition, Dounreay 

18Th OCTOBEr 2014
Nuclear medicines - Conference, 
Gothenburg

mAGNOx LTD hAS AWArDED 2 
DESIGN AND BUILD CONTrACTS 
TO AqUILA NUCLEAr ENGINEErING 
LTD fOr DECOmmISSIONING AT 
BErKELEy IN GLOUCESTErShIrE.
Both contracts are for the Chute Silo waste retrieval project with a 
combined contract value in excess of £1,000,000. Both contracts 
include design, detail manufacturing drawings, manufacture, factory 
assembly and testing and installation on site at Berkeley.
 
The Transfer flask was the first contract award quickly followed by 
the import Export facility. Both contracts include novel yet simple 
design features resulting in highly competitive solutions.
 
The	Magnox	Project	Manager	Chris	Burden	said

“The Aquila offer was a breath of fresh air, simple, pragmatic and very 
competitive. Magnox are tasked with undertaking decommissioning 
at pace and at  good value, working with Aquila from the tier 3 arena 
goes a long way towards helping us achieve this.”

EvENTS


